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Legends
Bayard Horse
Bayard is a legendary fairy bay horse derived from many chansons de geste in the Christian Middle Ages, whose oldest versions go back in the twelfth century and appear among the most popular stories until the nineteenth century. These texts, especially the one of The Four Sons of Aymon, ascribe magical qualities and a supernatural origin to it: son of a dragon and a snake, Bayard is set free from a volcanic island by the enchanter Maugis, then Charlemagne gives it to Renaud de Montauban, the eldest of Aymon’s sons. Renowned for its strength and its intelligence, Bayard possesses the power to be able to carry the four sons on its back at the same time in order to allow them to escape from the King’s anger. Left to Charlemagne as a token of peace, it is thrown at the bottom of the Rhin (or the Meuse according to some latest folklore and literary versions) with a millstone around the neck. [image: image2.emf]However, Bayard manages to escape and, according to the legend, keeps on wandering in the Ardennes forest where its neigh could be heard every summer solstice. 
Since the Middle Ages, Bayard has been an important character of the folklore, especially in the Ardennes, in Belgium and in France, particularly near Bogny-sur-Meuse, Liège and Dinant. According to the legend, the “Bayard rock” would have been cracked by one if its hoof. Many toponyms known under the name of “Pays-Bayard” or “Saut-Bayard” would be due to it. Processions and folk corteges stage it among the North Giants like the “ducasse d’Ath” or the “ommegang de Termonde”. The wild diffusion of its legend and the success of it have influenced a good number of artists, as well as popular believes. 
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayard_%28cheval%29, consulté le 9/01/2013
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