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	“Nationalism”
Informal Activity in the Classroom to Approach Culture




Step 1: Introduction of the workshop theme
What’s new on the Cultural Mirrors Forum? Which thread do you find most interesting? 

Discussion, formulation of an issue to focus on:

Is nationalism a result of irrationalism?
Step 2: Warm-up
While walking around the classroom the participants greet each other with different gestures and forms: shaking hands, bowing in a Japanese way, offering a Hindu welcome, etc.
Leading a blind man: one person closes his/her eyes and lets another one guide him/her around the classroom. First the guide is followed by the “blind man” held by the hand. Then the “blind man” comes to the fore, being “steered” by the guide who keeps his hands on the blind man’s shoulders. No words are allowed. 

Step 3: Enactment and sharing
There are two scarves laid on the floor – one represents rationalism and the other irrationalism. The participants are asked to reflect on the way they orientate themselves in the world, what is dominating in them – rationalism or irrationalism. They have to position themselves in the classroom marked by the two scarves. Having found their right places, the participants relate their choices. 
The participants’ views: rationalism doesn’t fulfil a man, there are emotions, feelings, relations between people such as solidarity, closeness, feeling of strangeness, aversion or disgust.  

Nationalism versus patriotism. The group is divided into two sub-groups, each discussing the problem. The next task is to show the two concepts in “living statues”. The creative enactments open up a discussion on what was represented. Emerging view: nationalism discloses a feeling of superiority of one’s own nation and inferiority of the others, while patriotism does not bear these connotations.
The scarves are now arranged on the floor in the shape of a Greek cross with its four arms marking rationalism, irrationalism, nationalism and patriotism. The whole group is divided into three sub-groups and encouraged to discuss the connections between these concepts as they surface in the participants’ daily life and the history as they know it. The members of each sub-group are allowed to arrange the scarves on the floor in a different way to represent their own views and perceptions of relations between them. Three new arrangements are proposed. First: the scarves are spread in layers, partly covering or mixing with each other. Second: the scarves touch each other at corners, slightly overlapping in some parts. Third: a chessboard of rationalism, patriotism, nationalism and irrationalism. Each of the patters is first discussed by the “spectators” relating what they see, and then by the “authors” explaining what they meant. 
Step 4: Closure

The participants try to negotiate/summarise the insights gained during the workshop in concise statements:

· When love and solidarity die, the reason falls asleep and demons awake.

· Man cannot live by reason alone, but should not live by hatred.

· There is an ordo amoris and an order of reason and we partake of both: let the heart be noble and the reason righteous.

The group elaborates a common stand to be published on the forum:

Rationalism does not fulfil the human being. Our relation to the world and life based only on rationalism would inevitably lead to the renunciation of faith, love and beauty. Values would become irrelevant to us. We do not agree that nationalism results only from irrationalism. The New Splendid World was organised in a rational way, creating absolute inequalities and subordination of “the worse” to “the better”. Nationalism results not only from the order of cognition dominated by emotions but also from the misuse of reason (e.g. pseudo-rational justification of fascism in the theory of the races). It is important to maintain a balance between the spheres of reason and emotions/willing. Reason without emotions is sluggish, the heart without reason – blind.
Resources used:

Scarves

Four computers with Internet access

Cultural Mirrors platform
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