[image: image1.jpg]Gultural Mirrors




[image: image2.jpg]& esta bl shed 1994

Educatxon Gentre




[image: image3.jpg]2.

Education and Culture DG
Lifelong Learning Programme

Grundtvig






	“The Statue of our Culture”
Informal Activity in the Classroom to Approach Culture




Step 1: Warm-up
The participants are offered a choice of cards with the names of partner nationalities: Spanish, German, Belgian and Polish. Each group member gets one card but the number of learners is bigger than the number of nationalities so we have 2 Spaniards in the group, 3 Germans, etc. The task is to present the nationality on the chosen card through a gesture, an enactment or a pantomime, as well as to identify the compatriots in the group. Then the participants sit in a circle and explain what helped them to identify their fellow countrymen. How many mistakes we made, why we made them? The discussion is moderated to focus on the stereotypes and knowledge deficiencies: how I played the other, how I perceive the other, a passive and active element in the perception of otherness. 
Step 2: Our own Statue
There are four scarves spread on the floor, different colours, preferably pastel, not garish, no black scarves. They are formed in a square. The next step is to label the scarves: science, art, religion and morality. The participants are encouraged to walk around the square and think which parts are closest to them and have the biggest influence on their lives. They stop at the chosen places and comment on their choices.

What is the sphere surrounded by the scarves? Let us call it culture. The participants form sub-groups, 2 – 3 in each. The sub-groups make a statue with the use of various objects in the classroom entitled “our culture” which opens up a discussion with the following focus points: what are the connections between the elements in each presentation; what is missing in our “statues”; what should be added or accented; what disturbs us.
The participants try to summarise the findings and formulate their reflections in a “sharing” circle.
Step 3: Closure leading to self-study
A series of open questions to encourage further reflection on the stance of our culture among European nations:

Do you think the Germans would create a similar statue?

How to gather information to justify our views/perceptions?

How can we benefit from the exchange on the Cultural Mirrors Platform?

What other sites could be recommended?
Resources used:

Scarves

Cards

Four computers with Internet access

Cultural Mirrors Platform

Links on the Platform

Sitography proposed by the facilitator
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