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Traditions at Easter in Germany
Easter is a Christian religion festivity. Most of the traditions are related to religious people. 
Easter time starts at Ash Wednesday when the fasting time is beginning. During this time religious people choose something they want to abstain from, like watching TV, eating sweets, drinking alcohol, driving cars and so on. It takes 40 days (without Sundays) and ends on the Thursday before Easter. On Friday before Easter, called Karfreitag (Good Friday), Jesus died and rises again on Easter Sunday. During these days the bells of the church don't ring.
During the week before Easter many families cook eggs and coloured them.  
The rooms are cleaned and decorated with flowers, coloured eggs and rabbits. 
On Sunday morning there is a big mass in the church, mostly at 5 a.m. People bring breakfast to the church to be consecrated. It contains coloured eggs, bread, salt, ham, butter, sweets and a lamb cake. After the church the family eats these things for breakfast together. The children are looking for presents, hidden by the Easter rabbit in their home or garden. The gifts consist mostly of a chocolate rabbit, chocolate or coloured eggs and some small toy to play with.
A tasteful meal is prepared for lunch and mostly there is also a nice cake in the afternoon with the coffee or tea.
At Easter Monday, which is also a holiday, people do a long walk, called the Emaus-walk, in the nature or meet friends.
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